
 

23rd Annual RVDA of Alberta Golf Tournament 
August 11, 2010 

Alberta Springs Golf Resort  

Wow!  This year we have 3-$25,000 Hole-in-One prizes! 
(Compliments EPA Ultimate Concepts Inc.) 

 

The Golf Registration & Sponsorship packages were recently sent out to all members. Our annual tournament always 
provides a great day of fantastic golfing, warm fellowship and superb networking opportunities, in addition to the 
tantalizing prime rib dinner and vast array of prizes. The Mexican Fiesta Party (Sponsored by RV Direct and Aviva Elite 
Insurance) is back starting at 11.30am.  

If you have not already done so, we encourage you to fax your registration form to the Association office, as soon as 
possible.  Please remember that there are a limited number of golfers who may participate.  We have always been most 
fortunate to receive tremendous support from our Associate Members and look forward to hearing from them with 
respect to providing sponsorship and prizes for our tournament. We also look forward to gathering our members together 
at this quality 18-hole course on August 11th and are confident this event will be enjoyable and memorable for all.  
 

2009-2010 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

October 18th & 19th 2010 
Jasper, Alberta 

The RVDA of Alberta’s 2009-2010 Annual General Meeting will be held at one of the country’s most beautiful 
locations – The Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge in Jasper Alberta. The two day event will start on October 18th with a 
Poker Tournament at 4:00pm, in Tent City and a Delegate Reception beginning at 8:00pm in the same location. We 
encourage our members to attend the Annual General Meeting on Tuesday, October 19th commencing at 8:30am 
with two interesting presentations and our guest speaker Dr Larry Ohlhauser author of “The Healthy CEO”. Lunch 
will be served at 11:45 and the meeting is scheduled to start promptly at 1:00pm. 

Our official Notice of the Annual Meeting, Registration, Call for Nominations and Proxy Forms were sent out to the 
members in June. All of the information regarding the AGM is available on our website at www.rvda-alberta.org. 
The Association is offering one (1) free delegate registration per member for the AGM. The agenda package will be 
emailed to all members ten (10) days prior to the date of the AGM, with hard copies there for attendees. Please 
email or fax your AGM registration to the Association office as soon as possible and make sure you reserve your 
rooms directly with the Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge before Saturday September 18th, 2010. 

 

RVDA OF ALBERTA SPONSORS ALBERTA CAMPGROUND ASSOCIATION 
DINNER AT ALBERTA HOTEL AND LODGING CONVENTION APRIL 19TH 

 

In focus with our Long Term Strategy to get more members to join us from the Alberta Campground Association and the 
Alberta Hotel Association; our Association sponsored the dinner for members of the Alberta Campground Association on 
April 19th. Dan Merkowsky, our EVP, gave a presentation with an overview about our Industry in conjunction with 
Tourism Alberta on April 18th and the dinner the next evening gave us a chance to talk to members one on one. They are 
a great group of people and we hope that, as well as being members of the AHLA, they will also join our Association. 

 

Tel: (780) 455 - 8562  Toll free tel: 1-888 -858 - 8787  
Email: rvda@rvda - alberta.org  

Website: www.rvda - alberta.org  
RV Careers website: www.RVCareers.ca  

At right, L to R:   
Current and Past AHLA 

presidents, Christina Eklof 
and  Adam Ledwon, with 

Dan Merkowsky 

At left:  Members of 
AHLA and RVDA EVP 
Dan Merkowsky enjoy 
cocktails before dinner 

http://www.rvda-alberta.org/


 

Education & Careers 
 

THANK YOU 
 

The RVDA of Alberta would like to thank the following Members for there ongoing support: 

Guarantee RV Centre Inc. for allowing Shane Gitzel to assist Wanda Steele at the Calgary 

Youth Employment Centre Summer Hiring Fair on April 14th. Shane was instrumental in the 
success of the RVDA booth at this event. 

SAIT Polytechnic for the support and help of RV Technician Instructor Wes Hammermeister 

at the Central Alberta Career Fair on April 29th which took place this year at the Red Deer 
College, it is a beautiful facility. We would also like to thank Wes and his instructing partner; 
Warren Thunstrom for all their work at the 2010 Provincial Skills Competition, May 12th and 
13th at the Edmonton EXPO Centre. Thanks to both instructors we were able to bring the RVDA’s 
teardrop trailer to the Skills Competition where it was once again a huge success. 
  

 

    2009-2010 BURSARIES     
 

PAUL SINCLAIR BURSARY 
 

This year there were thirty-one (31) graduating students that received the Paul Sinclair Bursary from around the 
province. Well done and congratulations to everyone! 

 

Calgary Graduates: 

Edmonton Graduates: 
 

  
 

The submission deadline for the Paul Sinclair Bursary was May 15, 2010. We have been advised, by SAIT, that all 
qualified students should expect to receive their $500.00 cheques no later than June 30, 2010. If you have any 
questions please feel free to contact the Association office at 1-888-858-8787 or 780-455-8562. 
 

David  Bertrand   – Bucars RV Centre 
Allan Bragg         – Carstairs RV Centre 
Raymond Dupas  – Cactus RV & Auto 
Shane Gitzel        – Guarantee RV Centre Inc. 
Chad Gouw         – Lone Pine R.V. 
Graham Hilstad    – Field of RV Dreams 
Robert Hornstra   – Edward’s Garage 
Garrett Kozmick   – Canadian Leisure RV Inc. 

Aaron Low             – Eldorado R.V. Sales Ltd. 
James Morris          – Lone Pine R.V. 
Woodrow Paylor     – Woody’s RV World 
Brock Phillips         – Woody’s RV World 
Darcy Saffran         – Uncle Ben’s RV & Auto 
Sean Speiss           – Carstairs RV Centre, 
Chris Westergreen  – Eldorado R.V. Sales Ltd. 
Scott Zipse            – High River Autoplex & RV 

Corey Brown          – Western RV Country Ltd. 
Aaron Cunningham – Grove RV and Leisure Inc. 
Nathan Erback        – CARS RV & Marine 
Mitchell Grondin     – RV City 
Nadine Haugan      – Trailblazer RV Centre Ltd. 
Doug Issler            – Grove RV and Leisure Inc. 
Jonathan Kaban     – Trailblazer RV Centre Ltd. 
Timothy Lucyk       – ArrKann Trailer & RV Centre 

Sheldon Melenius  – Paradise RV & Coach, 
Ian Messal            – Adventure RV Auto & Truck Sales 
John Mudryk          – Northern Lights R.V. Sales 
Lyndon Nystrom     – Woody’s RV World 
Egan Pahtayken     – Sellers RV Center 
Joanne Pryce         – Trailblazer RV Centre Ltd. 
David Westercamp – Carefree Coach & RV Ltd. 



 

EDUCATION & CAREERS ð CONTINUED 
 

ART DACK BURSARY  

 
This $500.00 bursary is awarded, by the RVDA of Alberta, to the student in each of the training sessions that is 
recognized by the SAIT instructors for; outstanding scholastic achievement, strong dedication to their studies and a 
high level of commitment to the RV Industry.  
 

We have been advised by SAIT representatives that the recipients  
of the Art Dack Bursary for 2009/10 classes are: 

 

Nathan Ashby     – Rangeland RV & Trailer Sales Ltd. 
Scott Emberley    – Carefree Coach & RV Ltd.  
Bernie Ewert       – Happy Trails R.V. Inc.  
Shane Gitzel        – Guarantee RV Centre Inc.  
Robert Hornstra – Edward’s Garage Ltd. 
Brett Lenz         – Stettler Dodge and RV 
Lyndon Nystrom – Woody’s RV World  

Bernie Ewert/ 
Frank Havies 
(Happy Trails R.V.) 

Merv See/ 
Shane Gitzel/ 
Dan Merkowsky/ 
Barry Roberts  
(Guarantee RV Centre) 

Steve Kehoe/ 
Scott Emberley/ 
Dan Merkowsky 
(Carefree Coach  
& RV) 

Kelly Hicks/ 
Brett Lenz/ 

Dan Merkowsky 
(Stettler Dodge & RV) 

Don Carswell/
Robert Hornstra/

Dan Merkowsky 
(Edward’s Garage) 

Dallas Phillips/
Lyndon Nystrom/

Dan Merkowsky 
(Woody’s RV World) 

Dania Filippetto/ 
Nathan Ashby 
(Rangeland RV  
& Trailer Sales) 

& Dan Merkowsky,  
RVDA of Alberta 

(Photo captions read left to right) 



2009-2010 MEMBER OF THE YEAR AND SUPPLIER OF THE YEAR AWARDS 
 
Ballot forms have recently been sent to members with respect to the above awards. 
 
Last year’s recipient of the Member of the Year Award was Rod Sellers of Sellers RV Center, Lloydminster and 
Supplier of the Year went to Dave Stefanuk of the RBC Financial.  
 
Please take the time to vote for the Member and Supplier you would like to see receive these awards. All ballots 
should be returned to the RVDA of Alberta office no later than July 9th, 2010. 
 
   

NEW MEMBERS 
 

The following businesses have been approved by your Board of Directors to join the RVDA of Alberta:  
 

CARS RV and Marine (Edmonton West) 
CARS RV and Marine Motorsports (Hinton) 
Federated Insurance Company (Calgary and Edmonton Locations) 
Red Deer RV Parts & Service (Red Deer) 
RV Pro Magazine (Broomfield, CO) 
Sunridge RV (Airdire) 
TD Financing Services (Calgary) 

 
In the coming days please take the time to welcome these new members to our Association. We encourage all of 
our members to take a pro-active role in all RVDA business. 

 

Calendar of Events 
 
August 11, 2010:      23rd Annual RVDA of Alberta Golf Tournament 
        Alberta Springs Golf Resort; Red Deer, AB  
   
October 4 – 8, 2010:      RV Dealers International Convention/Expo, Rio Suites Hotel, Las Vegas, NV 
 
October 18 – 19, 2010:    RVDA of Alberta Annual General Meeting, Jasper Park Lodge, Jasper, AB 
 
November 29, 2010:      Canada Night Dinner in Louisville, Galt House Hotel, Louisville, KY 
 
Nov. 30 – Dec. 2, 2010:   48th Annual National RV Trade Show; Kentucky Fair & Expo Centre, Louisville, KY 
 
January 27 – 30, 2011:    42nd Annual Calgary RV Exposition & Sale; BMO Centre, Calgary, AB 
 
February 10 – 13, 2011:   31st  Annual Edmonton RV Exposition & Sale; Edmonton EXPO Ctre., Edmonton, AB 
 
February 18 – 21, 2011:   Red Deer RV Sale; Westerner Park, Red Deer, AB 

 


